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1. What do you propose to do? [20 words] 
 
Build integrated, comprehensive, categorized databases of Rhode Island's 
environmental organizations, documents, events, media, etc., freely available for the 
public interest. 
 
2. How will your project make data more useful? [50 words] 
 
It breaks down silos, integrating local government agency, nonprofit, legislative, 
academic, business, media, and informal citizens activities. It promotes collaboration, 
reveals redundancies, provides a coherent framework for organizing and accessing 
dispersed resources, and improves research quality. It helps Rhode Islanders visualize 
the complex, invisible systems on which our lives depend.  
 
3. How is your project different from what already exists? [30 words] 
 
It organizes information around one of five "common-good" infohubs 
(environment/energy), not around money, disciplines, professions. It thoroughly 
describes who does what to take care of where we live. 
 
4. Why will it work? [100 words] 
 
RI's smallness is ideal for modeling societal innovations. We can expeditiously 
categorize our organizations, documents, events, etc. -- fewer than elsewhere. 
Distances are short so We can easily meet. This prototype demonstrates the usefulness 
of organizing information in the public interest rather than for legal, political, business 
and financial interests. The online open-source content management system, Drupal, is 
now mature enough to handle the project more effectively. Tools such as RSS and apps 
can automate redistribution from the infohub to reach all online Rhode Islanders. RI 
Broadband initiative is extending broadband access to as many Rhode Islanders as 
possible. 
 
5. Who is working on it? [100 words] 
 
Susan Korté is a corporate librarian who has developed a large concept for enabling 
more effective discussion and action for public issues through improved access to 
information organized around five main common-good infohubs. She can develop 
Drupal websites, and has consultants for backup. She currently has contracts with key 
environmental organizations to structure their data and improve their outreach: 
Environment Council of RI (ECRI), RI Environmental Education Association (RIEEA), 
and Natural Resources Conservation Service. These collaborations lay the foundation 
for realistic, useful sharing of local environmental information that improves our lives. 
There is growing local interest in this concept. 
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6. What part of the project have you already built? [100 words]  
 
What Grows On in RI (www.whatgrowsonri.com) is the events/feeds part of the 
Environment/Energy Infohub, extensible and scalable. I am building an interactive 
website for the 60-member ECRI coalition, which improves my Drupal capabilities, and I 
am rebuilding an educational resource directory for RIEEA, which will model the 
publications and resources Infohub segments. For flower shows, Earth Day 
celebrations, etc., ad hoc coalitions of environmental groups join to publicize What 
Grows On as well as their own activities. Local interest is growing -- slowly but 
organically! For more information about the project concept and progress see 
Providential Gardener (www.providentialgardener.com). 
 
7. How would you use News Challenge funds? [50 words]  
 
Rebuild What Grows On in RI in Drupal. Build the organization directory, documents 
repository and other infohub segments. Develop automatic redistribution capabilities. 
Pay for data entry, business development, and outreach assistance. Identify and set 
prices for viable products and services, and set up systems for producing revenue. 
 
8. How would you sustain the project after the funding expires? [50 words] 
 
Minimize costs by emphasizing collaborative self-service. Multiple revenue streams: 
Advertising/sponsorship in category segments. Customized calendars and feeds for 
media, business intranet "green pages," and topical info integrators (RhodyAg.org). 
Consult on RI info projects, extending to four other infohubs, and adapting the concept 
for other localities. 
 


